
MVSU Alum Receives Promotion at NASA

Courtesy of NFLPA Former Player Services Department

Mr. Darryl Gaines, a 1988 Kansas City Chief and member of the Houston 
Chapter NFL Players Association, has been selected as NASA’s Assistant to the 
Center Director at Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas. He transitioned 
into this role effective May 9, 2016. In this capacity, Darryl serves as a member 
of the Center Director’s Staff responsible for policy development, staff relations, 
strategic planning, and management integration of technical, mission support, 
and communications endeavors. Mr. Gaines is also an engaged entrepreneur, 
he owns Role Models Barber and Beauty Studio in Houston, Texas. It has been 
in operation since 2014.  He is an active member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 
and James Herbert White - Lodge 709 Masonic Order. Since 2014, Mr. Gaines 

has been an active member of the Board of Directors for Communities in Schools Bay Area, with a 
focus on empowering at risk and homeless children to stay in school. He volunteers as a mentor and 
performs speaking engagements at schools in the greater Houston area. He is a volunteer football coach 
for a local parks and recreational organization. He was selected to participate in a NASA Fellowship at 
The University of Michigan - School of Business, where he successfully completed Business Acumen 
for High Potential Leaders. In 2013, Mr. Gaines achieved and maintains certification as a Project 
Management Professional (PMP) from the Project Management Institute. He serves on the NASA 
POWER of One Award selection committee to recognize individuals who perform over and above 
their normal duties at NASA and are recognized by peers for their efforts.

Mr. Gaines is a native of Mobile, Alabama, a 1988 graduate of Mississippi Valley State University 
(MVSU) and has been with NASA for 25 years preceded by 3 years with McDonnell Douglas Aircraft 
supporting aeronautics, engineering and space activities. He has developed avionics and software 
for aeronautics flight and ground computer systems, integrated networks and systems, performed 
International Space Station (ISS) computer systems integration, lead mission integration and operations 
activities, and managed the space station Program Planning and Control Office. He has worked across 
multiple NASA Centers and with commercial businesses, as well as international partners in Russia, 
Japan, Canada, and Europe. He was Executive Officer for the Associate Administrator of Independent 
Program Cost and Evaluation at NASA Headquarters. Darryl is currently working to complete his 
Executive Master of Business Administration from the Naval Post Graduate School in Monterey, 
California. He is an active member of the JSC Super Bowl Committee collaborating between JSC and 
the Houston NFL Super Bowl Committee to plan joint activities for JSC participation in Super Bowl 
LI in 2016. As a former NFL football player and a NASA leader and engineer, Mr. Gaines provides 
unique perspective on football and engineering as they develop entertaining and educational activities 
to engage the public. 
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